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1309 August 18, 1899 

YELLOW FEVER IN THE NATIONAL SOLDIERS' HOME NEAR HAMP- 
TON, VA. 

[Continued from last Public Health Reports.] 

August 10 : Surgeon White reports that inspections will be continued 
in Phoebus ; that physicians are reporting all cases, and all are being 
investigated. Newport News has abolished her quarantine, but the 
other towns are awaiting the assurance that Boston, Baltimore, New 
York, and Philadelphia will not quarantine against them. Phoebus 
and the Home are well guarded. 

August 11: Surgeon Magruder reports from Newport News that 
nothing suspicious was found at "Williamsburg. Beinspection of Mor- 
rison and adjacent points shows condition satisfactory. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Archinard reports that all points between 
West Point and Bichmond have maintained a strict quarantine against 
Phoebus, Hampton, and the Soldiers' Home, and there need be no fear 
along these points. No refugees found. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Farquhar reports, after a thorough investi- 
gation, no refugees found in Suffolk. 

Craney Island. — August 9: Beceived, none; discharged, 4; on hand, 
19 ; all well. August 10 : Beceived, none ; discharged, 6 ; on hand, 13 ; 
all well. August 11 : Beceived, none ; discharged, 1 ; on hand, 12 ; all 
w ell. Passed Assistant Surgeon Smith reports that all guests will be dis- 
charged to-day, and all guards to-night. 

August 12: Surgeon Vickery telegraphs : "All favorable; no new 
case and no death. Last suspicious case not the fever." 

August 13 : Acting Assistant Surgeon Farquhar reports that he has 
inquired at Belfield, Emporia, and Gaines Eiver Junction, and found 
no refugees. He goes to Franklin to-night and Monday (14th) to Ports- 
mouth, Va., it not being necessary to visit any other towns along the 
road. 

Surgeon Vickery, of the National Soldiers' Home, telegraphs: "Con- 
dition continues good ; over 1,500 in tents." 

Surgeon Pettus, at Fort Monroe, reports that all guards except 3 
have been discharged, but that it is necessary to keep up launch patrol 
till Phoebus is out of quarantine. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Archinard was directed, if satisfied with 
conditions between West Point and Bichmond, to proceed to Danville 
and work back to Bichmond on line of the Southern Eailroad, making 
inquiries at Danville, using his judgment as to what places he should 
stop at and make inquiries, wiring arrival and departure from each 
place. 

Inspection service at Alexandria. 

Alexandria, Va., August 12, 1899. 
Sir : According to instructions received from you, from August 2 all 
passengers from yellow fever infected and suspected districts were kept 
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under personal observation. Owing to the fact that passengers coming 
north stopped in Eichmond, it was difficult to ascertain their point 
of departure. There were in all 14 arrivals from Newport News, 
Hampton, and vicinity. All were kept under surveillance except 1 
supposed inmate of the Home, who disappeared August 2 and could 
not be located, as he left the city after spending the night in a lodging 
house. 
No sickness of any kind has developed among these refugees. 
Very respectfully, Arthur Snowden, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

August 13 : Surgeon Magruder is directed to proceed to Eichmond, 
and remain on duty there probably during the week, wiring the Bureau 
if he thinks necessary to visit any other place. He is directed to locate 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Donaldson in Newport News, for inspection 
purposes. 

August 14 : Acting Assistant Surgeon Farquhar reports, after inves- 
tigation, no refugees in Franklin, Va., and that he leaves for Ports- 
mouth, Va., in tie afternoon. 

Surgeon Wasdin relieved from temporary duty at Norfolk and 
directed to report at Bureau for special temporary duty. 

Surgeon White reports the beginning of another inspection of 
Phoebus to-day. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Archinard reports his arrival at Danville, 
Va., and that he will report after investigation. 

August 15 : Surgeon White reports the completion of the inspection 
of Phoebus and is authorized, as requested, to discontinue the cordon 
around Phoebus and to maintain a strong cordon around the Soldiers' 
Home. 

Dr. Newbill, president of the board of health of Norfolk, was tele- 
graphed as follows : 

I have approved Surgeon White's recommendation to remove cor- 
don around Phoebus and maintain strong cordon around Soldiers' Home. 
Phoebus has been practically a detention camp for two weeks, and 
pratique to its inhabitants can not now be refused. Dr. White, after 
repeated and almost continuous inspections, declares it is absolutely 
not infected, judging by all known means of investigation. Conference 
this afternoon unanimous in favoring immediate relief for Phoebus. 

The same telegram was sent Dr. Hope, quarantine officer, Ports- 
mouth, Va., and Dr. Brice, board of health, Portsmouth, Va. 

Surgeon Vickery telegraphs from the Home that all is favorable, and 
that some men are moving back from tents to the quarters which have 
been disinfected. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Smith reports as follows concerning his 
work in Norfolk in connection with yellow fever : 

Norfolk, Va., August 14., 1899. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that since rejoining this station, 
August 3, I have had occasion to examine 1 case of sickness and to 
attend 1 post-mortem examination, with reference to the disease yellow 
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fever, and found nothing to indicate the existence of that disease in 
either case, the investigations having been made merely as a matter of 
caution. I have inquired of the president of the board of health and 
do not learn that any other cases of sickness have occurred in the city 
of a nature to call for investigation or special examination. 

I report these facts as a part of the work of the Service at this station, 
which would not appear in any other form. 

Eespectfully, yours, A. C. Smith, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, Tex., August 6, 1899. — I have the honor to report the arrival 
of 3 mechanics from Tampico, Mexico, during the week ended August 5, 
1899. Their tickets showed they had been sixteen days away from 
Tampico. I disinfected their baggage here. 

Among the arrivals from Vera Cruz was 1 French passenger and his 
wife, who refused to allow our inspectors to disinfect their baggage in 
the City of Mexico. It was attended to here before their departure to 
California. 

A package containing samples of tobacco arrived here from Vera 
Cruz by Wells Fargo Express. The parcel was unpacked, the old wrap- 
per burnt in my presence, and the samples repacked in new canvas. 

Since Mexican passengers arriving on the Mexican Central sometimes 
stop over night or longer at Juarez, Mexico, before crossing into the 
United States, I meet every day the Mexican Central train several miles 
below Juarez, and at times, if they refuse to show their certificates and 
try to slip through, I demand their certificates at their entrance into 
the United States, but I have the satisfaction to state that except in a 
few cases all were able to show with their certificates that they were all 
right. 

I am opposed to the disinfection of packages from Vera Cruz arriving 
with "Wells Fargo Express, for reasons given in my communication to 
the assistant superintendent, a copy of which I herewith inclose. 
Very respectfully, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. S. 

[Inelosure.] 

El Paso, Tex., July 15, 1899. 

Sir : In reply to your communication I have to inform you that such articles com- 
ing from Vera Cruz and Cordoba as require disinfection or fumigation, arriving at 
Juarez, Mexico, be disinfected or fumigated, as the case may demand, in the City of 
Mexico, thus preventing the unnecessary exposure to infection of some of your employees 
and contamination of goods in your charge from other points in Mexico to this place, 
a distance of some 1,200 miles. 

My time here is very much taken up, and once in a while I may be prevented from 
at once disinfecting or fumigating such articles as you may want to dispatch immedi- 
ately, therefore, it will be to the interest of Wells Fargo to have all such articles as 
need disinfection or fumigation done prior to their arrival here, thereby expediting 
their business. 

Very respectfully, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Mr. M. B. Davis, El Paso, Tex. 



